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Hewy Oomenin Popes licad Alley, 164g 5 


Courteous Reader, © 4-56 $£%5= ><. 
| T the firſt impresſion hereof, the time prefixed by the 


Parlrament, for the (nies taking. of this Covenant, 
being almoſt elapſed. my immature conceptions not- 
ready for the birth, yet importunity like an overhaſty Midwife, 

. would needs deliver me of it: whereupon I preſumed that it_. 
. would hgve periſhed.in the barth,, or. have found nd better en- + 
. 16/1arnment than a mi[] hapen Embyyon.-: but beyond my exs< 
. neBlation it hath been accepted of, approved, and ( as I under-:. 
| (and) gives (ref gation 10 Many, pndemds n0w This ferond E 
" 22Me put uno the preſſe before [Sep of it: H ad the Srationer-;. 
given me but ſome few dayes war ning 1 wowne £cording 10 my... 
- poore abilities have added ſomething for the enlargement 6; #t © 
but preſuming yet that ſore dbler Perſon may happely undertake. 
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. 4% theeorke « inthe interim this 15 once againe fent: abraad, that 
"> fo the 1g nor aki mily bt informed of the weightineſſe of avow,: - 


-* > and Cavenant : that the doubifull may be reſolved concerning 

' -> the Lawfulncſſe of this in hand; and that all may be excnted ta 

.- > zhecarefull performance of what they bande temſelves to here». 
bY: - - by : 1f in any of theſechonreceiveſt ſatisfaBF10n, and Benefit y. 
| : -- praiſeGod, andpray for him who is 
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LAN 
Covenant, 


> He Reaſons that have induced the Parliawent 
to frame, and propolc this preſent' Covenane 
to be taken by all the well-affe&ed Subjets 
this Kingdome (as I conceive) are eſpeci- 
y two. : $0211 
at x. By reaſon of Gods hand which lies ſo 
heavie upon us in thjs preſent Judgement of thedevouring 
Syvord, which being one of the greateſt outward miſeries 
which can betall a people, ſhewes that their finnes are grown 
to a great ripenefſe , and tha: gentler Phylick will not ſerve 
turn to purge out their ſtrong corruptions: whereupon 
atter the godly examples of the pious and renowned- King 
of {nd:h , they have pitched upon'this courſe as a eciall 
meanes to pacthe Gods vvrath. by: a generall Coyenanting 
wi God to indeayour a Reformation of our hearts, an 
Ives. | | 
= Obſerriagthe inceflant and indefatigable Plots of the 
Enemies of Go 
fecretfraud to opprefle, or undermine the Power and puri- 
tyof our Religion; and to introduce Popery inſtead thereof : 
They have therefore thought fit by this Covenant , to lay a 
ſtronger engagement upon every one to dete& and diſcover, 
ang orpate whatſoever may tend to'the prejudice of: the one, 
ottpthe furtherance of the other : but withall conſider 
\ 2 ing 


, and his Cauſe, either by open violence, or - 


a 
T, 


\ Civele, 


Sacrum, 


ing that the major part of thoſe which are to enter into 1t 
either for want of Information may ſcruple tome part of 1t, 
or doe 1t awbirante cor{cienrts, with a doubting Conſcience, 
which will make it a flone to them ) or through inconfide- 
gatenefle may doe it hand over head, without underſtanding, 
ora/juft prepondering of the ſtrong engagement which they 
lay upon. themſelves hereby , which will make ! them to 
breake it as lightly , as they undertook it raſhly. 1 have in- 
deavoured therefore for. the Information of the one, and. 
ballaſting of the other. in thefe few enſuing Lines, to 


ſhew the teverall ſorts of Covenants, and the requifites of a. 


Lawtfull Covezanr, and by the Application of this preſent. 
to thoſe Rules , to prove the lawtullneſfle of it : asalfoby: 
ſhewing the great ingagement that a ſacred Vow, layes upon 
the Conſcience of the undertakers of it ». to deterre all , ei- 
the F from a giddy. taking, ora raſh and inconfiderate breaking 
of the ſame- 


Vowes and Coychants are of 2, ſortsS Unlawful and Ginfull, 
; Lawfull and good: 


A finnefull Covenant is a. bond whereby. wee .ingage our 
{clyes to ſomething that is evill : ſuch was that of thoſe wic- 
ked Jewes, 23. A. 12. whobound themſelyes under an Oath 
of execration, that they would neither cate, nor.drinke, till 
they had killed P awd. | SRge 

wall. 


A Lawfull Covenant is either 7 1910UsS. 
11xt. : | 
A Civill Covenant is a bond whereby we ingage our ſelves 
each to other incivill reſpes : ſuch as was that betwixt 4- 
brahamand Abimelech, 21, Gen, 27. Kc, 

A Religious Covenant isa bond whereby weengage our 
ſelves to God, to yeeld obedience to. Him m thoſe _ Hom 
which areagrecable to his will, 2 Chron, 29. 10,10 Exr.3. 10. 
Nehem. 29. 0p 

Univerfall, 


And this Religious Covenant is either Sineufar, | 
 AUniyerlail Religious Covenant isa bond of all the Faith: 
GED. - - el 


— 


full. vyhereby they engage themſelves to the ſervice of God! : 
. inabſtaining from finne, and indeavouring tor keep all his 
Commandements :: this Covenant is made by all in 5eptiſme, 
and renevved ſo often as vvee come to the Sacrament of. the 
- Lords Supper. A fingular Religious Covenant is a bond 
vvherein tome one Perſon for ſome ſpeciall cauſe doth en- 
of gage himſelte to — . R 

ng  groacde ns olute, and perpetuall: 

And itis either 3 Conditionall tad Tom porary. | 
An abſolute perpetuall Covenant is a bond whereby wee 
| engage our ſelves, abſolutely to God, and duringthe.whole- 
terme of our lives, from which wee can never bee releaſed: 
ſuch was that of Davidir9. P/al. 106. I have tworne and 
I vvill performe it,  thatjI will keep thy righteous Judge- 
ments. A: Conditionall and Temporary Covenant 1s a botd 
vyhereby we-engage our {clyes, upon ſome condition; and for. 
a ccrtaine time onely , vvhich bcing expired, or the conditi- 
on unperformed yye are treed from the ſame : vyhereof wee 
2 have examples, 1 Sew. 1. 11.v. 18. AG. 18: 
A muaxt Covenant vvhich is partly Religious , and partly Mixtm 
civill, isa bond whereby vve engage our ſelves both to God 
and men : Such is this Covenant now appointed to bee en- + 
tred into : and ſuch'was that 2 King. 11-17. [choiada made 
: a Covenant betyveen the Lord andthe King : andthe King, 

. andthe People, that they ſhould bee the Lords People : be- 
tvveen the King alſo and the People : thus having. confide- 
red the ſeverall torts of Covenants, I ſhall come in the next 
place to colle& ſuch requiſites, and ingredients, as are neceſ- 
{ary to the conſtitution of a Lavytull Covenant; that ſo by 
examiningthis. preſent Covenant thereby ,- wee may more 
cleerely be convinced of the lawfulnefle of the. ſame. 

Which Ingredients are eſpecially theſe : _ | vis 

7. ThattheSubjeR 1natter of it be lawfulL orelſe it's no 94 7;c95 

- Covenant, but a conſpiracy , and they which enter into. it ; 
are like 5-meon and Levi, brethren in evill.or like thoſe wicked 
Jewes, vvhich bound themſelves by an Oath, anda curſe 
that they would neither cate, nor drinke till they had killed: 
parh 23: AG, 12, A 3, 2 Neither- 


2. 


Fo 


branch of-it : whereunto tends that advice of 50 


Neither is it ſufficient that the matter of itbe layfoull, but 
it muft be knowne alſo to be ſo by thoſe which enter anto it, 


at the rime when they undertake 1t:, for as in an Oath wee 
muſt ſweare iti truth, 5. e. the matter of. it mult be true: {o 
In Judgement alſo, 5. e. knowing it to bee true, 4. Ier. 2. or 


elie we are guilty of perjury : 10 in yowes, and Covenants 
which are lomerimes accompanied with an Oath,we muſt be 
well informed of the lawtulnes of the matter thereof, or elſe 
we make our ſclvcs guilty before God : and: that of Solomen 
may beapplycd to tuch perſons, 20 Prov. 25- It.sa 1nare fora 
man to deyoure holy things, and after the vow to enquire. 

3- It's alſo further required, that they which enter intoa 


: Covenant ſhould before hand, and at their entrance into it, 
fully reſolve with themſelves to the uttermoſt of their pow- 


er to obſerve and keep theiame, and that in cFEry pare , and 


won, 5 Ec. 


cleſ. 4,5. when thou voweft a vow oo" wot to pay it, for God 
hath ne pleaſure in fooles, Pay therefore that which thou haſt 


vowed ?. Better it.4 thas the ſbowldeft not vow , then that thou 
, ſhold:ſt vow and notpay | 20. Num.2. Ws 


4- It muſtbe of things within our povyer : or elſe to cn- 
eage our {elves by a vow to impeſsibilities, what is it but to 
prophane the lacred. name of God? and bring downe his 
curic upon us- this was the finne of thoſe after the floud 
which covenanted among themſelves , to build a Tower 
which ſhould reach upto Heaven: a thing impoſsible, if - 
God had not confounded their Language : and it was alſo 
an aggravation of their finne, who vovved that they would 
neither cat, nor drinke till they had killed Paul: which be- 
ing cut of their power, made their yovv the more unlawtyll 
unto them. :- | | 

5. The Perſons which bind themſelves by a vow,nauſt be ſs 
J=r4, ſuch as have power of their owne heads; andbee not 
under the juriſdiction of another, or el{e they.mult be care- 
Full to take along with them the conſent of their Gover- 
nours, if they meane to frec cham(ly fron Sane 2 Maide 
in her Fathers Houle, or a woman thathath an Husband 


ay fot yow without the conſent of their ſuperiots; 30.Ns. 
3: &c. the Reaton isbecauſe they are not at their own dife 
poſatl; and therefore not able toperforme their vowes with- 
out the approbationt of another, zerſe 1 3. EIS 2 ag: 
Having thus ſhewed the feycrall ſorts of Covenants, and 
what is required to mike a lawtulf one ; 1 ſhall now come te 
apply this prefent Covenant to thefe rules, and thereby not 
only vindicate it from all unlawfulnes, but alſo ſhew the uſe-: 
fullneffe, if notnecetsity of it, at fuch a time as this is ; for 
which. end | ſhall rake tt 1n tumder; and cleere the tawfulnefſe 
of it in cach branch, tharfo it may appeare to be tree from 
juſt exception in the fubje& matter of it, which is the firſt, 
thine required mn a lawfull Covenanx. | 
- 'Firft, mthe firſt parc of itwe profefle our hearty ſorraw. 
for our owne, and the National tins, which have deſerved. 
the Calamecies and judgements which now lie upon us, and 
thar our intention is by Gods grace to endeavour the a- 
mer:dment of our owne wayes : - which clauſe is ſo cleere 
that Tpreſumethat every Chriſtian at the firſt vievy , will 
not onely ſeea lawtfulnetſt, bor a n<cefsity of the ſame: for 
m'Godsj w wee may read qur fins,in the generality, 
andegreatnefle' of the one; thegeneraliry and greatnefle of 
the other, and in that day (when Gods hand lies heavie up- 
0na Nation) doth the Lord God call to weeping and mour-- 
ningandto baldefle, &e.22../fs. 12, Whereiti wee fee that. 
ſamething which i5 undertaken inthis Covenant , impoſed 
as a duty by God himſelfe, who doth not onely requirea 
ſence of; and ſorrow for our fins,buta refolute endeavour c 
Reformiationalſo ; waſh yew, make you cleane , take away the e.. 
wllof your workes, from before mine ejes, &&.1 Ix 16., Or-elſe 
our homdiationts brit hangmg downe our heads like a bull 
ruſhfora day, 58. Tſe.'5. meere mocking of God, anddclu- 
divg our owne ſfoules. *' *. | | 
-2.. That wedoc abhorre and deteſt the late yyicked.. and, 


treachetors defigne, and that wenever gave ,.or will give, or. 
afſent tothe execution thereof: bur witl-according to our- 


poiwerand yocation oppole,and refift the fame, aud all other. 


of 


—_—_— 


—_———— ads. a. 
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_of thelike nature :thisbranch.no one may take which hath 
1nany meaſure been privie to the ſaid Plot, till they have 


I 


— 


_— 


firft unburthened their Conſcience , by acknowledgeing 
what they have been privie to, and craving pardon for the 
ſame; otherwiſe they devote themſelves to the curſe of God, 
who will be a ſwift witnefle againſt ſuch perjured Perſons : 
and whoſe flying role will enter into their Houſes » and re- 
maine therein, and.contumethem with the timber thereof, 
and ftones thereof,5 Zach.q. But for ſuch perſons as are free 
trom the guilt of to foule a blot, they not only may » but 
ought to protefle their deteſtation of 1o horrid a Plot, as in 
the execution muſt neceſſarily have.tended to the death and 
ruine of ſo many Innocents.: .and had the Plotters obtained 
their cnds;would without all queſtion have ended in the dif- 
ſolution of the Parl/iawer:, And therein in the-Fatall peri- 
od of Religion, Lawes, Liberties and all future free Par/ie- 
ment, alſo; as the Commusſion granted to them, wall cleerly 
evidence and evince. yp . 
3. That incaſe any other like deſigne ſhal come to our know-= 
ledge, we will make ſuch timely diſcovery.as may beſt con- 
duce to the preventing of it : By like De/igne we are to, un- 
derftand , ſuch as are deſtructive or prejudiciall to theParlie 
ament, Citie or Kingdome, as tbis former would have been : 
and this no one that is friend to any of theſe, or to himlelfe 
in them can refuſe to. promiſe. Some of the very Heathen 


from the light, and Principles of Nature it ſelfe , have refu- * 


ſed to-:ſurvive their Countries Liberty : and ſhall not Chri- 
ftians putto their helping hands, to wreſt the Liberty of 
their Religion from theattempts of Papiſts : the Liberties 


of the Parliament from ths Complotters of their tuine , and. 


the Liberties of the City,and Kingdome from the Power of 
Tyrannicall Oppreflours, which is all that wee promiſe to 


doe when we engageour ſelves toa timely diſcovery. of the 


like defignes ? The Kingdomeis a Ship : the Parliament our 


Stecres men : the Citie the principall Cabbin: and Religi-- 


on the precio us Fraught  wherewith God hath laden our 


Ship » and heisa Traitour toall theſe which ſhall refuſe'.to 
tye hnm(elfe to indeayour their preſeryation. 4+ That * 


4. That wedq inour Conſciences beleive that the Forces, - 
raifed by thetwo Houles of Parliament, are railed and con- 
titued tor their juft D tcnce:and for the Defence of the true 
Proteſtaht Religion, and Liberties of the SubjeR againſt the 
Forces raiſed by the King : by the beliefe here ſpoken of(as 
I conceive) wee are not to underſtand ſuch a Faith, as is 
rounded upon 1ndubitable 8& infallible Principles,as we be- 
fave the Articles of our Seragion : but ogly ſuch a credence 
as 1s grounded upon probable Arguments , and Reaſons, 
which firſt working upon our Judgements doe afterwards 
convince our Conſciences to believe the ſatne.Now that we 
have ſuffeient reaſon thus to believe , let us but a little call 
to mind the Plot of bringing up the Army out of the North: 
The atteinpt made againſt the five Members : the with- 
drawing ot the King from his faithfull Councell : the ative 
inftruments which haye been imployed into forraigne 
parts to provide Armes, Ammunition, and Commanders; 
che bringing of them over from time to time, their deſigne: 
to ſe1ze upon many of the ſtrong Holds of the Kingdome : 
the putting of the Armes into the hands of untrufty Com- 
miſsioners of Array : the Arming of the Papiſts contrary to 
Law : the correſpondence held with the Scottiſh, and Triſh 
Papiſts, and Rebells : the indeayour to. raiſe a party in this 
of to'ſeize upon the Perſons of ſome principall Members 
of Parliamentand City : and the late Plot as bad , if not 
worfethen all the reſt if by Gods mercy it had not been 
ſtrangled in the birth : theſe are ſufticient Arguments to in 
duce us to believe that it was but high time tor the Parlia- 
ment. to raiſe Forces, and to continne them for their juſt 
Defence: Againe confider alſo the tetting up of Mafles in 
Yorbe, and Oxf-rd: t':3 many Jeſuites , Priefts , and J. ſui- 
ted Papifts that are in the Adverſe Armies. whoſe Romiſh 
Plots are only to advance the Catholique Cauſe, and tuine 
our Religion. Beſides thegranting of ſo many Cornmisfi- 
ons for Array : which were ſo deftructive tothe Subjefs 
Liberty : thepillaging and plundering of the Houſes and F- 
ſtates of the beſt Subjects, and burning of their Habitations, 
and we cantiot but be IN » it was high timic ts wy 
FY Qt 


it is jult to continue thele forces for the defence of the: 
ue Religion, and the liberties of the Subje&, 
and hereupon vve doedeclare, yow and covenant , that wee: 
will according to our power and vocation, afsiſt theſe For- 
ces thus raiſed and continued by both Houſes of Parliament 
againſt the forces raiſed by the King without their conſent : 
it we be:upon the former grounds, or the like once convin- 
ced, that theſe forces are juſtly raiſed and continued for the 
ends aforeſaid , then it will neceflarily tollow that wee are. 
bound in Conſcienceto be aiding and affiſting to them ac- 
cording to our power and vocation, #. e. with our perſons,if 
we be fit, and have acalling thereunto; or. with our purſes. 
according.to our abilities it we be not ſet to ſerve in perſon: 
and with-our advice and prayers alſo for their good ſuc. 
cefle; and he is no true friend either to Parliament , Relj- 
gion or Liberries,thatupon 1nformationſhallretuſe to make 
this Vow : Beſides, it is but high time that men ſhould by 
ſuch a ſacred Bond bee quickned unto{this aſsiſtance in 
theſe times ,! wherein {ſo many grow wearie of the worke, 
.and by withdrawing their perſons and purſes from alsift ing - 
do much endanger the Caute of God. . 

5- That vve will likewiſe aſvift all other.perſons that (all 
take this Oath in what they ſhall doe in purſuance thereof, 
neither can this be juſtly (crupled-; for it we enter into this 
Covenant our ſcives, and in purſuance of any thing con-. 
teined in it» vve ſhall and in need of the aſsiſtance of others: 
As we ſhall deſire» ſo wee cannot but thinke our ſelves much 
injured if wee find notaſiſtance from'them , and then the 
Law of requitall doth require, that when occaſion is offered 
we ſhall not withdrayv-ourhelp trom them alſo: beſides, b 
this Union among our ſelves, the common Cauſe of God. 
and the Kingdome will bee much ſtrengthned, and ever 
undertaker in itwill be much encouraged when they ſee lo 
manyby ſo ſtrong a Bond to be engaged to their he Pp. A- 
gaine » 1t cannot bee conceived but that this Covenant will 
ExCite & provoke the hatred of the adverſe Part againſt the. 
undertakers of it exceedingly , whereof we hacer eXPCri- 
ence in our Brethren of Scotland ſo much hated and prole- 

cuted under the Namg of Covenanters, and therefore wee 


have 


ee ep 
0 
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haveneed to tye our ſelves to mutuall aſsiſtance for our bet- 
er Sopant againſt the Odium and rage of the Adverſary. 

6, That wecwillnotdircaly or indirely adhere unto, 
nor ſhall willingly aſsiſt the forces raiſed by the King, with- 6 
out the conſent of both Houſes of Parliament. Herein pro- * 
viſion is made againſt equivocation.8& thoſe cunnning tricks 
 andevaſions which many find out to coſen both themſelves 

and others, as when a man will not ſend himiſelfe, 'but will 
ſuffer his wife, or children,or other friends todoeiit;as hath 
been the practice of —_— hundreds in ſeverallparts of the 
Kingdome, who themſelyes have .lent Money , or ſent an 
Horlſe to the Parliament , but have ſuffered their Wives or 
Sons to {end twice ſo much'to the King,that ſo by comply- 
ing with both, they might eſcape the dif leaſure of either. 
Betides many who (living in ſome places have been aſhamed 
- to owne the ſupporting of the Kings forces, yet under hand 
they have contributed much to them : but now its required 
that neither diretly nor indirealy wee becaiding to them, 
and yet becauſe many whoſe hearts are upright with God 
and his Cauſe, live under the power , or fall into the hands 
of the barbarous and bloudy Cavaliers, ſo that the not con- 
tributing to them, may endanger their lives, liberties, and e- - 
ſtates, therefore 15 that word putin , that we ſhall not wil- 
_ lingly afsiRt,but only in the cates aforementioned : And-if we 
do but ſeriouſly conſider the atmeand drift of the Kings for- 
ces evidently diſcovered to all that are not wiltully blind, 
and their wayes and manner of -proſecuting the ſame, wee 
may eafily conclude that they are enemies to God and his 
Goſpell, and tothe Parhament , and their Liberties, to the 
Kingdomeand its lawes , wha will vvillingly beaſviſtant to 
them. And thus I have briefly run over this Covenant in e- 
very branch of it, and thereby endeavoured to prove the 
lawfulneſle of it in the ſubje& matter: I ſhall now proceed 
to examine it by the other rules required in a lawfull Coye- 
nant» that ſo I may fully vindicate it from all hefitation., 
- The ſecond thing required is, that it bee knowne to bee 
Jawfull at the time of the taking of it;for which end the Par- 
lamenthath long ſince wi it to bee publiſhed in Pri nt, 
: IP "L444 that 
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that ſo all men might ſee it, and have time fully to informe 
themſelves of the lawtulnefle of it ; And in caſe that any 
doubts ſhould ariſe, they nagHE ropaire to thoſe which are 
fit and able to reſolve them, that ſo no ſcruple might remain 
at theit taking of it. y | cſs | 
' Thirdly , it muſt bewitha purpoſe of keeping it, and ill 
may hee taire that ſhall make this Covenant with any other 
purpoſe whatſoever : for if ic be lawtull , as 1s proved before, 
and that thereupon we engage our ſelves by it, 1t muſt needs 
argue a prophaneand Athciſticall heart in. any that ſhall re- 
ſolve for ſiniſter ends to take it» and yet purpoſe atterwatds 
to break it; and what doe they therein, but pray for a curſe 
upon themſelves, whilſt invocating the facred name of God 
to bea witnelle of their ROOT in making this Vow ,' yet 
withall they reſolve that he ſhall diſpcnſe with them in their 
future breaches of it; atid how will {uch diflemblers be able 
to anſwer it at the-dreadfull day , when the ſecrets of all 
hearts ſhall be diſcloſed, | ps ing rick: 

- Fourchly, it-mult be of things within our powetarid ſo is 
this Covcnaat inall the branches of vit.. 
_ Laſtly, theperſons that enter into 'it are either: ſuch as. 

have power of their owne heads, or that have the conſent 
of their Superiours: and theretore having all. the Ingredients 
that arerequired to make upa laytfull Covenant and - Vow, 
it muſt neceſſarily follow that it 1s lavvfull : but let us a lit-- 
tle further conlider whether there be not a kind of neceſrity 
alſo thet this, or the like Covenant ſhould be entred anto at 
ſucha time as this, which I conceive will fully appeare if we 
conlider. ; | nod ted 

Firſt , That there isno readier nor more effeQuall way to 

pacihe the d1iſplcature of God and to procurea removall of 
theſe judgements which lye ſo heavy upon us then by ſor- 
rowing torour fins acknowledging God Juſtice, and vowing 
a R-formation.this iſa, Hezekr+b lefiahy and Nehemiah knew, 
and therefore had recourlg to this meanes, which according- 


Iy they found {uceſictull, | 
Secondly, It will appeare to be neceflary if wedoe but con- 
fer thereſtlefle attempts of the adverſaries to c—_ and 
In uce. 
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Kduce incautious perforis, to their owhe, and others ruine, 


they have had ther emiſlaries, and inftruments in every Ci- 
ty.and town.to propolc the ſpecious baits of honours Othces, 
Riches,Favour, Friends, 8 what not?that ſo they may invei- 
elethe fimple Q working upon every humor,to betray both 
Church, and Common-wealth into their power and there- 
fore 1t cannot but beneceſlary that by the tacred bond of a 
Vow, we ſhould be fortihed againſt ſuch inticements.. 

If wee dope but confider the proneſle that is in our natures 
to be ſeduced, and led afide by tuch 1mportunate {ollicitati- 


- ons and ſtrong provocations to evill, cipecially vvhen they 


come» backed with large promiſes, and great hopes of ad- 
vantage, wee mult needs confetle it neceflary, that at tuch a 
time proviſion of a remedy, ſhould be made againſt ſuchal- 
faults, and there can be no better found out then a Jorge 
Covenant, whereby vve are to engage our ſelves. before the 
ſearcher of all hearts, to ſtop our cares againſt luch <yrexs 
ſongs which would enchant us, toruſh upon our owne de- 


| Revctipg and to prefer ſelfe-cnds, before the peace ang wely 


fare'of Church and State. --, ; |. Res Le 

It cannot be imagined that this late Plot is as yet fully:diſ- 
eovered , but that there ſtill remaine many perſons undete- 
Red vvhich have their hands deeply in it, _ - 
erfpre this. Covenant 1s neceflary that ſo ſuch-per-. 
| deep {ence of that great gui twhich they:pluck 
upon thenulclves, in cale they Liveare ta 


they know about it, and to crave pardon for the ſame, betore. 
they enter into this Covenant , vvhich wopld. bee. a great 
meanes to' prevent much miſchiefe that. may otherwiſe 

enſue;in caſe it remaine undiſcovered. | 
It cannot bee doubted: but that many both in this City, 
and in other parts of the Kingdome havecither openly, or 
ſecretly ; ſent Money, Plate, Armes, or gtherneceſlapies to 
theadverſc Forces 5, whereby they have been. much ſirength- 
ned, and this wht Civill and unnaturall Warre hath bin 
much fomented, -and therefore it 15 but receflary thatevery 
one ſhould difayow his ana "a of {ſuch alsiſtanee ”_ 
2 the - 


caſes of Rebellion,an Army is ſent againſt eaahatugr > had 


the time to come, that. ſo by withdrawing the fewell, this 
freof contention may the ſooner be extinguiſhed. 
It 15 evident that this war continuing longer , then was at 
firſt expe&ted, the ſpirits of many well affected Perſons are 
much cooled, and deadned in the proſecution of the worke, 
whence it comes to paſte that they withdraw their perſons 
from the ſervice, andcloſe their PR contributing 
to it, whereby the cauſe of God and the Kingdome lies a 
bleeding almoſt to death,and therefore it is but need that we 
ſhould beall quickned to proſecute it, with more zeale and 
fervour ,and not by our remiſlenes baſcly to betray ſo good 
a Cauſe, which it not upheid , will certainely-turne to the 


'raine of oar ſelves, Religion 


Thus havingcleered theſe two principall points, concer- 
ning the lawfulneſſe-and neceſity of this Covenant , I ſhall 


' briefly in the laſt place, indeavour to anſwer ſuch Obye- 


_ as are uſually made againſt it, which are eſpecially 
thete. | 
"Weare bound by our Oath of Allegiance and the late Pro- 
teſtation to detend the Kings perſon, honour,and eſtate, and 
how then can we enter into this Covenant ? 

This Covenant tics us not to any thing that may be pre- 


judiciall unto them. 


By it wee are bound to aſ(siſt the Parliament forces, againſt 
the forces raiſed by the King, unto which his perſon 1s ad- 


 Joyned, ang m aſsiſting againſt his Forces, his perſon may be 
:indangered. | 


*-Severall Petitions have been tendred to his Majefty to re- 
tire his perſon from their Company , and thereby to ſecure 
it from danger: ifnotwithſtanding the ſame; hee ſhall ſuffer 
hiniſelf to be over-ruled by evill Counſeltors the guilt will 
lie upon thoſe which have ſeduced him ; it's neceflary for 
the Parliament,to raiſc forces for the apprehending ofthoſe 
Traytors againſt his Majeſty and the Kingdome, which are 
protected againſt Juſtice, and who are'ſo ſtrong that the or- 
dinary Minifters of Juſtice-cannot lay hold upon them ; to 
bring them to a Legall Tryall, and therefore, as 15uſuall in 


Z 


i. 
——- 


King himſelf ought to aſviſt, and not endanger his perſon a- 
monegſt the other. | 


But the King commands me to aiſt his forces., and for- 


bids mee to bee aiding to the other, and 1am bound to obcy- 


him. 

The King is to be conſidered under a double notion or ca- 
Pacity, either as a King, oras a man ; asa King he can com- 
mand nothing, but vyhat the Law commands, and then eve- 


ry Subject is bound to obey: hmm therein ; but as he 1s a man ' 


mer) -oragny may 'bee corrupted, and his paſsions may. 
miſlead tum, ſo that hee may command that which is de- 
ſtructive both to himtelfe and the Kingdome ; and herein 
hes the beſt-Subje& that diſobeyes hum. The Amelckre 
that (aid that he killed Saw!, at his own commands was jult- 


ly put to death by Davidas a Traytor for that tact, 2 King.1.. 


15, 16. Andifa King in his paſsion ſhall proffer violenceto 
a mans perſon; or command another to doe it, I am bound 


by the Law of nature to defend my ſelfe againſt him, and it's 


no breach of my Oath of Allegeance te.doe it. 
But-taking up of Armesagainft the King, hath been gene- 
rally cryed dovvne by the godly and Learned. | ET 
I .Here 15no taking up of Arms againſt the King,but againſt 


tis evill Counſellours,whb have umbittered his ſpirit againſt 


his great and faithtull Counſell', and doe till captivate his 
perion amongſt them. And till ſuch bee brought to con- 
digne puniſhment, wee ca neyer enjoy either Religion, per- 
ſons, Families, or Eſtates in ſafety. 

2. Many Ecarned Divines have affirmed, and ſufficiently. 
proved both by the Law of God, 'Nature,and Nations, that 
if a King turne Tyrant, and oppreſle his Subjects in their. 
Religion, Lawes; or Liberties, it is Lawfull for them vim vs 
repellere, as was done by the Netherlanders., and Proteſtants 
1inFrexce: neither was.1t condemned in Queene Elizaberh b 


our Engl? Divines , when ſhe ſent auxiliary Forces toboth-. 
aces, to aſsiſt them againſt their owne Kings: and did 


thoſe p 
not King Charles alſo ſend a Navie for the reliefe of Rechell 


when the poore Proteſtants were befieged there, by their. 
owne King : and hath hee not alſo declared the Scots.to bee. 
| his.. 


— 


_ ; 


Objeft, . 


Arſw , .. 


Objet,.. 


Anſw,” 


x. 2 


2. 


In wp. | LVES jj n 
what Ts doe in cord uahce thereof: 7 
- What it Nehey a nogh aty unlawfull 'A& in hs ackazde, of; it? 
In the prrtuancet ereof doth: neceflarily imply; that it 
muſt be donelawfully', and therefope that Word was jnſcr- 
ted in the late Proce ation, 8 mult be underſtood here alſo. 
M *But how will it appeare that it is lawfull. for: the | Parlia- 
[Rueft, ny to raiſe Forces without, much lefle againſt the Kings 
| conſent. - 
anſy. * A+. Thisqueſtion isfo fully,andlarg cufled.anc 
”  thingprovedtobelawtull both.in caſe Tg OF V,and 
ence.by Mr. Pris in his third part,and by diverſe of our et 
vines 1n their Anſwers to Dr. Ferre, that I ſhall refer the 
Reader to ſeeke for ſatisfaRtion there,., where-it may be had: 
abundantly, if they come with unballanced udgements and. 
. ſhut not their eyes _evialt that light which. ſhineth therein. 
- Thus theſe uluall objeftions being anſwered, I ſhall adde. 
* » .- ,onlythus much:that ifthere beany TEE have not already 
. efiterd into this Coyenant, ſceing the lawtfullnes and necel--. 
- -- ſity of it by this which hath been premiled: ;. they, will-no 
' © Tanger detetre to doe it, but] ſpeedily undertake. with all! 
E cheerefulneſſe and alacrity » as the men of x dh did in 
4 ſas time, 2 Chre».. 15.14; 15. and not onely {© , hp that- 
— they will indeayouralſo to draw as many as polsibly;they-. © 
+2. cat! todoethelike: ©** - S 
"0 The worke is greatand nzcth many hands to help. ie-for= 
EF .: . ward: Mnlrorani manibu: grandelevatur owns... - © 
6. "The Enemies arc YIgwant | and attive to.difinite us they - : 
caft in many bones of Diviſton.: therefore wel nh Lancer by: '; 
e 


this Covenant'ts cement our ſelves together, or 
undone. Divide, & impera is the Old Mottos: 
 Andlaftly, that having once entered .into.it., wee muſt r res . 
ſolve with our ſelves.that we can never befreed fromthat pens 
which it Jayes upon'us , -and that therefore weeT 
wayes tindfull of it aud carefull to obſerve it in everypare,., 
& afhdbranchthereof, that ourhearts being knit together in;q , 
+.  firmebond of mutuall aſsiftance, and loye the God of lovgs" 
p-—  aftidPeace Fang bewith us; oe for us. Amen, 
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